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Introduction 

 Maharashtra Village Social Transformation Foundation (MVSTF), Maharashtra State Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(MSRLM), and Maharashtra Agricultural Competitiveness Project (MACP) intend to collaboratively formulate 
and implement a state of Maharashtra Agribusiness and Rural Transformation -“SMART” Livelihood Project for 
Rural Maharashtra. 

The project aims to transform Rural Maharashtra through “SMART” interventions in Agriculture and Livelihood 
sectors, assisted by World Bank. Over the years, Government of Maharashtra has been consistently putting 
efforts and resources through various central and state government schemes, programs and projects for 
development and transformation of agriculture and rural sectors and actively seeking private sector 
participation in these initiatives. 

SMART Goal 

 The goal of the project is to enhance the enterprise formation, increasing access to markets; and promoting 
climate resilience and resource-use efficiency. 

SMART Objective 

 Support value addition in the post-harvest segments of agriculture value-chains; 
 Facilitate agribusiness investments through inclusive business models that provide opportunities to small 

farmers; 
 Stimulate the establishment of small and medium enterprises; and 
 Support resilience of agriculture production systems to better manage increasing production and commercial 

risks associated with climate change. 

Systemic and Transformational Impact 

 Building institutional capacity to leverage private sector financing and technical expertise in project focus 
areas. 

 Developing private sector stakeholder consortiums to coordinate actions and scale up private investments into 
agribusiness and allied sectors. 

 Convergence of relevant government schemes in enterprise promotion, water management, skills training and 
agri-support toward outcome-based approach. 

 Enhance capacity of the implementing entities, producer collectives, enterprises and other value chain 
participants for coordinated action. 

 Improve market reforms enabling competitiveness and Increased farmers 
 Collaborate public and private sectors leading to income enhancement 
 Empower women enterprises towards economic and livelihood development. 

10k Maharashtra villages to get “SMART”     --       Maharashtra smart village    -    
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The Government of Maharashtra has launched an ambitious project—State of Maharashtra Agribusiness and Rural 

Transformation (SMART)—in 10,000 villages within the next three years with an aim to achieve sustainable farming. 

The project will cover almost one-fourth of Maharashtra. The State has around 40,000 villages. The focus is clearly on 

villages that are reeling under the worst agriculture crisis compounded by lack of infrastructure and assured value chains 

to channelize the farm produce. 

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis launched the project, which was followed by signing of 50 MoUs 

between big corporates and farmers producer groups. SMART will be assisted by the World Bank. Amongst the 

corporate houses that have pledged support include Reliance Retail, Amazon, Walmart, Mahindra Agro, PepsiCo, Tata 

Rallis, Big Basket, Patanjali, Tata Chemical, Happy Roots, Mera Kisan, Way Cool and others. 

The project is to create and support the value chains in post-harvest segments of agriculture, facilitate agribusiness 

investment, stimulate SMEs within the value chain, support resilient agriculture production systems, expand access to 

new and organized markets for producers and enhance private sector participation in the agribusiness. 

The project, which will be implemented in 10,000 villages, was shortlisted by the State Government based on multiple 

parameters of socio-economic backwardness in terms of development and growth. 


